
          
MUNICIPAL  NEWSLETTER 

Page 1 of 2 

December 2011 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE 
HOURS 

The Matachewan             
Municipal Office will be 

closed for the Holidays on 
Friday December 23rd at 
noon and will reopen on 

January 3rd 2012 for regu-
lar hours of business. 

However, we will not be 
able to process payments 
during the week of Janu-
ary 3-6/12 due to year end 

processing.  

CHRISTMAS LANDFILL 
HOURS 

The landfill will be open 
from 9:00am to 3:00pm on  

 Fri. December 23/11 

 Sat. December 24/11 

 Fri. December 30/11 

 Sat. December 31/11 

and from 12pm-6pm on 

 Tues. December 27/11 

 Tues. January 3/12 

 

Regular winter hours will 
resume on                                

Friday January 6/12. 

 

NEW YEARS EVE GALA 

The Matachewan Volun-
teer Fire Department will 
be hosting a New Years 
Eve Gala. Join them and 

musical guest D.J. 
“Midnight Express” on Sat-

urday December 31/11 
from 9:00 pm - 2:00 am at 
the Matachewan Commu-
nity Centre. The price of 

your ticket includes a mid-
night buffet and New 

Years party favours. The 
department is excited to 

announce one of this 
year’s door prizes is a 
travel voucher from              

Marlin Travel valued at 
$1000. The Volunteer Fire 
Department will also be 
offering a “Keys Please” 
Designated Driver Pro-
gram for the entire eve-

ning at a cost is $5 per per-
son, one way with vehicle 
retrieval also being avail-

able. For more information 
or to purchase tickets in 
advance at a discounted 
rate, contact Roxanne at 
(705) 565-2544 or look for a 
sign saying “New Years Eve 
Gala Tickets Sold Here”. 

TIPS FOR DEALING 
WITH WINTER STORMS 

Winter storms can be treach-
erous and damaging if you 
are unprepared. They can 

disrupt power supplies, trans-
portation and create home 
and personal safety issues. 

Bitter cold and winter 
storms kill more Canadians 
than the number killed by 

tornadoes, thunderstorms, 
lightning, floods and hurri-
canes combined. Being pre-
pared can literally save your 

life.  

When winter storms are ex-
pected, Emergency Manage-

ment Ontario advises the 
public to follow these safety 

tips.  

IF A POWER OUTAGE 
OCCURS                       

First, check whether the 
power outage is limited to 

your home. If your 
neighbours’ power is still 

on, check your own circuit 
breaker panel or fuse box. 

If the problem is not a 
breaker or a fuse, check 
the service wires leading 
to the house. If they are  

damaged or on the ground, 
stay at least 10 meters 

back and notify your elec-
tricity supply authority. 

Keep their number along 
with other emergency 

numbers near your tele-
phone.  

Check your gas fireplace 
owner’s manual as thy unit 
may work even after the 

power goes out.  

Merry                  
Christmas & 
Happy New 

Year from the 
Council & staff 
of the Township 
of Matachewan 
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CHOOSING A CHRISTMAS TREE  
Always get a tree that is freshly cut. A dried out Christmas tree can be totally con-
sumed by fire in less than 30 seconds.  

THREE FRESHNESS TESTS                                                                                                              
1. Branch Test - Draw 6 inches of a branch through the cup of your hand. The needles 
should slide through your hand without coming off.  

2. Stump Test - Bang the stump end sharply on the ground. A freshly cut tree should not 
lose its green needles. Remember that conifers shed some of their needles almost con-
stantly and some of these older yellow needles may still be lodged against the inner 
branches.  

3. Needle Test - Fold a needle back until the tip touches the stem making a circle. The 
needle should not break but should bounce back into shape unless it is frozen. 

If you buy your tree several days before you plan to set it up, store the tree outdoors or 
on a cool porch or patio until you are ready to decorate. 
 
SETTING UP YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE                                                                                         
Before setting up the tree, saw two inches (5cm) diagonally off the end of the trunk. 
This will remove the dried end and allow the tree to absorb water. 

 Use a tree stand that has widespread legs for better balance and a large water reser-
voir in which to immerse the tree butt. 

 Trees are thirsty and may drink up to four litres of water per day, so be sure to check 
daily and supply fresh water as needed. A stand that holds a least four litres of water 
is recommended. 

 Do not allow the water level to drop below the bottom of the tree or a seal will form 
just as it does on a cut flower and a new cut will be necessary. 

 Do not set your tree up near a heat source such as a radiator, television, fireplace, or 
heating duct. 

 Do not block doors or windows. 
 
DECORATING YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE 

 Use Canadian Standards Association (CSA) certified lights. 
 Inspect your lights before use by checking for cracked bulbs, frayed, broken or ex-

posed wires, and discard them if they are faulty. 
 Choose decorations that are flame-retardant, non-combustible and non-conductive. 
 Avoid using angel hair (glass wool) together with spray-on snowflakes. This combina-

tion is highly combustible. 
 Turn off the tree lights when you leave and before you retire at night. 

NEVER USE LIGHTED CANDLES ON YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE AND ALWAYS 
KEEP LIGHTED CANDLES OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN. 

 
Following these safety measures should ensure a tree that stays fresh indoors. Remove 
the tree within 10-14 days as after that amount of time in a heated building even the 
freshest tree will begin to dry out. 

CHRISTMAS FIRE PREVENTION                          
In case of a fire emergency call (705) 565-2212 

The next scheduled regular meeting of Council will be held on Monday January 16th at 
6:00pm at the Matachewan Recreation Hall. 


